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defpotifm to others, which they reprobated for themfelves. It 
operates to preclude the confent of the fucceeding generation ; and 
the preclulion of confent is defpotifm. When the perfon who at 
any time (hall be in pofleflion of a Government, or thofe who 
ft arid in fucceflion to him, (hall fay to a Nation, I hold this power 
in * contempt’ of you, it flgnifies not on what authority he pre- 
tends to fay it. It is no relief, but an aggravation to a perfon in 
flavery, to refleft that he was fold by his parent ; and as that which 
heightens the criminality of an aft cannot be produced to prove the 
legality of it, hereditary fucceflion cannot be eftabliftied as a legal 
thing. 

In order to arrive at a move perfeft deciflon on this head, it 
will be proper to confider the generation which undertakes to efta- 
blifh a Family with hereditary powers, a-part and feparate from the 
generations which are to follow ; and alfo to confider the charafter 
in which the firft generation afts with refpeft to fucceeding gene- 
rations. 

The generation, which firft felefts a perfon, and puts him at the 
head of its Government, either with the title of King, or any 
other diftinftion, afts its own choice, be it wife or foolilh, as a free 
agent for itfelf. The perfon fo fet up is not hereditary, but felefted 
and appointed; and the generation who fets him up, does not live 
under an hereditary government, but under a government of its 
own choice and ellablifhment. Were the generation who fets 
him up, and the perfon fo fet up, to live for ever, it never could 
become hereditary fucceflion ; and of confequence, hereditary fuo 
ceffion can only follow on the death of the tirft parties. 

As therefore hereditary fucceflion is out of the queftion with 
refpeft to the firft generation, we have now to confider the charafter 
in which that generation afts with refpeft to the commencing ge- 
neration, and to all fucceeding ones. 

It aflumes a -charafter, to which it has neither right nor title. 
It changes itielf from a Lt gift at or to a T ?ftator y and alfefts to make 
its Will, which is to have operation after the demife of the makers, 
to bequeath the Government ; and it not only attempts to bequeath, 
but to eftablifh on the fucceeding generation, a new and different 
form of government under which itfelf lived. Itfelf, as is already 
oblerved, lived not under an hereditary Government, but under a 
Government of its own choice and eftablifhment ; and it now at- 
tempts, by virtue of a will and teflament, (which it has not 
authority to make), to take from the commencing generation, and 
all future ones, the rights and free agency by which itfelf afted. 

But, exclufive of the right which any generation has to aft col- 
lectively as a teftator, the objefts to which it applies itfelf in this 
cafe, are not within the compafs of any law, or of any will or 
teflament. 

The rights of men in fcciety, are neither devifeable, nor tranf- 
ferable, nor annibilable, but are dependable only ; and it is nor 
in the power of arty generation to intercept finally, and cut off 
the defeent. If thaprefent generation, or any other, are difpofed 
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be Haves, it does not leffen the right of the fucceeding genera- 
tion to be free : wrongs cannot have a legal defeent. When Mr. 
Burke attempts to maintain, that the Englijh Nation did at the 
Revolution of 1688, moft folemnly renounce and abdicate their rights 
‘for themfelvcs, and for all their pofterity for ever; he (peaks a lan- 
iuave that merits 'not reply, and which can only excite contempt 
for his proftitute principles, or pity for his ignorance. 

In whatever light hereditary fucceflion, . as growing out of the 
will and teflament of fome former generation, prefents itfelf, it is 
an abfurdity. A cannot make a will to take from B the property 
of B, and give it to C ; yet this is the mariner in which (what is 
called) hereditary fucceflion by law operates. A certain former 
o-eneration made a will, to take away the rights of the commencing 
Generation, and all future ones, and convey thofe rights to a third 
perfon, who afterwards comes forward, and tells them, in Mr. 
Burke's language, that they have no rights, that their rights are 
already bequeathed to him, and that he will govern in contempt of 
them. From fuch principles, and fuch ignorance. Good Lord 

deliver the world ! , „ , . 

But, after all, what is this metaphor called a crown, or rather 
what is monarchy ? Is it a thing, or is it a name, or is it a fraud ? 
Is it “ a contrivance of human wifdom,'’ or of human craft to 
obtain money from a nation under fpecious pretences ? Is it a 
thing neceflary to a nation ? If it is, in what does that neceflity 
confift, what fervices does it perform, what is its bufmefs, and 
what are its merits r Doth the virtue confilt in the metaphor, or in 
the man ? Doth the goldfmith that makes the crown, make the 
virtue alfo ? Doth it operate, like Fortunatus’s wiHiing-cap, or 
Harlequin's wooden fvvord ? Doth it make a man a conjuror ? In 
fin e, what is it ? It appears to be a fomething going much out 
of fafhion, falling into ridicule, and rejefted in fome countries 
both as unneceffary and expenfive. In America it is confidered as 
an abfurdity ; and in France it has fo far declined, that the good- 
nefs of the man, and the refpeft for his perfonal charafter, are the 
only things that preferve the appearance of its exiilence. 

If Government be what; Mr. Burke deferibes it, “ a contrivance 
" of human wifdom,’' I might afk him, if wifdom was at fuch 
a low ebb in England, that "it was become neceflary to import it 
from Holland and from Hanover ? But I will do the country the 
juftice to fay, that was not the cafe ; and even if it was, it miftook 
the cargo. "The wifdom of every country, when properly exerted, 
is fufficient for all its purpofes ; and there could exift no more 
real occafion in England to have fent for a Dutch Stadtholder, or 
a German Elcftor, than there was in America to have done a fimi- 
lar thing. If a country does not underftand its own affairs, how 
is a foreigner to underftand them, who knows neither its laws, 
its manners, nor its language? It there exifled a man fo tran-> 
fcendantly wife above ail' others, that his wifdom was neceflary to 
initruft a nation, fome reafon might be offered for monarchy ; but 
when we caft our eyes about a country, and obferve how every 
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